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U.S. COINS & MEDALS 
Tributes to Those Who Served 


1292 Commemorative coins and national medals pay respect to American veterans, our often unsung 


heroes of war. 
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PAPER MONEY 
Short Snorters: Keeping the Memories Alive 
1302 Haunted by the specter of war and the uncertainty of their fate, young soldiers, sailors and 


airmen forged an unbreakable bond, not of steel but of paper money. 
MIGHAED Eis MAROTTA 


MEDALS 
The Medallion That Fueled a War 


1307 A German medal satirizing the 1915 sinking of the British ship Lusitania backfired and 
ultimately helped launch the United States into World War I. 
SEAN J. ALDRICH 


The custom of trading 
autographed notes (called 
“short snorters”’) spread 
quickly during World War Il 
(page 1302). 
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COVER 


Contemporary medals and autographed 
bills, as well as modern commemora- 
tives, recall wartime sacrifice and con- 
flict. Numismatic items are very real 
reminders of America’s involvement, 
as is Miles Lowry’s poignant print, 
“War Memories” (above). 


In his caustic style, medalist Karl Goetz 
showed the Lusitania plunging bow first 
into the raging sea (page 1307). 
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Coins and medals honor those men and 
women who served the nation and the 
cause of freedom (page 1292). 
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Fake Money Club of America 


The following lampoon was presented at 
the Numismatic Literary Guild Bash, 
held August 1, 2002, in New York City. 


A NATIONAL numismatic 
organization, the Fake Money 
Club of America, is to be established 
for collectors, dealers, researchers and 
producers of fakes, copies, replicas, reproductions, facsim- 
iles, imitations, forgeries, restrikes, reprints, fantasies, sou- 
venirs, novodels, phoneys, electrotypes, cast and other false 
numismatic objects, including altered, repaired, restored, 
retouched, retoned, reengraved, cleaned, filled, dipped, 
processed, whizzed, burnished, polished, coated, electro- 
plated, heat-treated, overprinted or counterstamped fake 
or genuine pieces, whether made from original or transfer 
plates, molds or dies. 

Members shall encourage strengthening the federal 
Hobby Destruction Act to permit the makers of fakes to 
omit the word “COPY” from their products so as not to 
obscure their artistic beauty. Under the Hobby Destruc- 
tion Act, the United States government has the discrimi- 
natory advantage of not having to use the word “COPY” 
on its products. To level the playing field, it is proposed 
that fakes made by the private sector be so identified by 
inclusion of the word “COPY” on “Certificates of War- 
ranty.” A legal opinion interpreting the Hobby Destruc- 
tion Act indicates that a souvenir coin that almost repli- 
cates a genuine issue is not covered by the Act. 

The rules of the Club shall permit destruction of items 
or records by melting, swallowing or shredding. Coin 
doctors shall not be required to hold medical, divinity or 
other doctorate degrees. Products may be blessed with 
legal-tender status, even though they are not intended or 
expected to circulate as genuine, counterfeit, souvenir or 
any other kind of money. 

The Club shall not recommend or sponsor any special- 
ist in authentication or grading of fakes or give any awards 
or funds to any such specialist without a vote of at least 
one-third of the Club’s directors. Members dissatisfied 
with any specialist’s opinion as to the authentication or 
grading of fakes may not resubmit the item(s) to any other 
such specialist for at least one week after receipt of any 
such prior opinion. Overgrading of any fake to increase its 
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BY A. GOOD SAMARITAN 


value or to affect its condition-census 
ranking shall be considered deceptive. 
When a fake is slabbed, great care 
should be taken to see that it is not 
marked “genuine,” as that would 
compromise its integrity. 

Auctions of fake coins shall not be 
restricted from the use of shills, 
owner bids, bids off the chandelier, price rigging, buy- 
backs, price guarantees, adjusted prices realized, agree- 
ments between auctioneers on rates of buyers’ and sell- 
ers’ commissions, knock-out groups, disclosure of 
existing or fictitious bids before sale, or nondisclosure of 
flexible reserves. 

Creation of a fake with one denomination on the face 
and another on the back may occur, as well as the use of 
planchets of the wrong size or material. These anomalies, 
deliberate or not, shall be classified as errors. 

The Club headquarters shall be on a street paved with 
gold. The facade of the headquarters building shall have 
a frieze bearing the names of prominent replication, re- 
strike or reprint experts, such as Bashlow, Becker, Betts, 
Bolen, Nagy, Rosa and Wyatt. Any such names shall be 
placed upon metal panels with lettering prepared using 
the spark-erosion process. Space shall be retained on the 
frieze for additional names of qualified fakers, including 
government departments. 

The motto of the Fake Money Club of America shall 
be rendered in Latin, as on 1776 Continental Currency 
coinage: E G FECIT (“for Extra Greed, Fake It”). 

The number of merit awards or plaques given by the 
Club to its members shall be limited to 500 per year. 
Membership shall be denied to those involved primarily 
with genuine numismatic pieces, as “coinfusion” may re- 
sult if bona fide items interfere with the sale or enjoy- 
ment of false pieces. 

The Fake Money Club of America can be reached via 
E-mail at fakeclub@notcoin.con. : 


Eric P. Newman (aka “A. Good Samaritan”) is a 67-year 
member of the Association. An attorney by profession, be was rec- 
ognized with the ANA’s Farran Zerbe Memorial Award for Dis- 


tinguished Service in 1969, inducted into the Numismatic Hall of 


Fame in 1986, and honored as Numismatist of the Year in 1996. 
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Opinions expressed do not necessarily represent the views of the ANA, its editorial staff or the author. 
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